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https://www.libertyfoundation.org.au/

Although we’re running a bit late with our annual
update, it really is one of my favourite times of
year. Writing this report gives me a chance to
pause and consider the work we’ve done over the
previous year, which never fails to fill me with
hope and motivation.

I think it would be fair to say this year has been
Year of the Guinea Pig! We were fortunate enough
to spend the first six months of 2023 calendar year
working with a research establishment for the first
time, assisting them in rehoming their colony.

This group of guinea pigs had been well cared
for, which made it easier for them to transition to
different environments and enjoy their new homes.

This contributed to our biggest year yet in terms
of rehoming numbers. From July 2022 to June
2023 we rehomed 148 animals (up from 116 the
previous year which at that time was a record
number). These included dogs, rabbits, rats, mice
and of course our beloved guinea pigs.

By the end of the financial year we had rehomed
around 620 animals since we commenced
operations in late 2017.

It’s amazing to think how far we’ve come from
humble beginnings with our first group of ratties
(may they rest in peace) to provide a lifeline for so
many more precious creatures.

Part of our success lies in our singular focus and
drive, which has remained the same since we
began: to facilitate the release, rehabilitation and
rehoming of animals from research.

The needs of the animal are at the centre of
everything we do: they are our primary
“stakeholder” and are recipients of all our
resources, efforts and funds.

While the animals are our first priority, we know
that without people there would be no rehoming
movement in Australia.

Over the past year we have continued to raise
awareness about the benefits and opportunities of
rehoming and made presentations and provided
information in numerous forums.

Our work within the research sector is ongoing
and we have received enquiries from research
establishments keen to learn more or sign
rehoming agreements with us.

We hope to have some new animals coming
through in 2024 as a result of successful
engagement with research establishments over the
last few years.

We are very proud of what we have achieved
this year with rehoming the guinea pig colony but
there is no way we could undertake rehoming of
this scale without help. We rehomed 42 guinea
pigs directly and had assistance from sanctuaries
and carers to rehome another 92 animals.

We’d like to acknowledge some special people
who have been true heroes, including Ali, Aline,
Amy, Ann-Marie, Chels, Donna, Glenys, Kasey,

Kristen, Louise, Lyn, Oscar and Dr Kat. As well as
our wonderful adopters who have taken these
beautiful little piggies into their hearts and homes.

We have a few guinea pigs still looking for their
forever homes but we’re sure it won’t be long
before they all have a family to call their own.

We were also pleased to release our guidelines
for piggie housing this year, which has meant our
rehomed animals are living in the highest
standards of housing and receiving the best care.

I’m fortunate to be supported by two dedicated
fellow directors, Michelle and Carol, who have
given their time freely over many years to oversee
the charity and attended eight meetings during
2022-23.

Finally, I'd like to thank our generous donors
and loyal supporters, who make it possible for us
to continue our work and help us spread the good
news about rehoming.

We couldn’t do this work without you, so on
behalf of myself, my fellow directors and the
animals, thank you one and all!

Best wishes,

Paula Wallace

Director and Founder
paula@]libertyfoundation.org.au




» Market research and contact building
» Completion of whitepaper on the need for
rehoming options for animals from research

» Liberty Foundation established, first constitution written
» Endorsement by the Australian Charities & Not For
Profits Commission
» Rehoming, adoption and foster contracts created
» October - received the first
animals for rehoming,
a group of rats and mice

» Established as a company limited
by guarantee with
a new constitution

» Created website and Facebook
page and commenced community
building

» Received the first dog for rehoming
» Created first supporter video

» Received Deductible Gift Recipient
status from Australian Taxation Office

» First email newsletter sent

» Received first donations and members

» First business plan and annual update completed

» Website upgrades completed

» Joined Instagram

» Created first Liberty Foundation calendar

» Received the first rabbit and cats for rehoming

» Won the category of “Outstanding New Rescue Group”
at the Companion Animal Rescue Awards

» First full year of fundraising completed - 2020-21 raising
almost $23,500 in funds

» Completed the successful official launch of the charity

» Received first mainstream media coverage

» Second full year of fundraising completed — 2021-22 raising
over $18,000 in funds
» Rehomed 116 animals in one year

» Third full year of fundraising completed — 2022-23 raising
over $10,685 in funds
» Rehomed 148 animals in one year — our highest annual total to date!



Annual Income Statement - 1 July 2022-30 June 2023

Income

Adoption fees $1,305.00
Donations/memberships $6,799.82
Fundraising - other $2,567.00
Interest $13.28
Miscellaneous $0.17
Total income $10,685.27
Expenses

Equipment $2,271.08
Fuel $684.20
Insurance $979.53
IT/Digital $1,322.68
Marketing $939.49
Postage $230.16
Processing fees (credit card transactions) $121.11
Travel (animals) $1,172.65
Supplies (foster care) $1,810.45
Veterinary fees $3,876.99
Total expenses $13,408.34
Operating profit ($2,723.07)

Paula has almost 30 years’ experience in communications, marketing
and journalism including running a consultancy in the field since
2000. Paula has been a member of the Animal Research Review
Panel, appointed by the NSW Government, since 2016. She has been
developing Liberty Foundation since 2016 and actively rehoming
animals from research since 2017.

Michelle has more than 25 years’ experience as an executive assistant
and office manager. Michelle has considerable knowledge and
experience in the operations, governance and compliance and
reporting requirements of companies limited by guarantee, and has
an interest in animal welfare.

Carol has more than 20 years’ experience in delivering high-quality
training, learning and business development strategies, including as a
consultant in the area for the past six years. Carol has been involved
with the boards of numerous animal welfare and political
organisations in Australia.





https://www.facebook.com/LibertyFoundationAustralia
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCISjfihJnJ6BCs8KVYaW_3g
https://www.instagram.com/libertyfoundationaustralia/

